INVESTIGATIVE REPORT: 


SUBMITTED TO: 


This report pertains to an investigation of 


CWGC Canadian Aqencv 


the identification of the burial location, or 


66 Slater Street 


headstone markings, of a member of the 


Suite 1707 


Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) 


Ottawa Ontario Canada K1 A 0P4 


during the Great War 1 91 4-1 921 . 


Att: Dominique Boulais 



Report Date: 20 April 2015 

Reason for Submission: (“X” means purpose of the report) 



Casualty Identification: 


Burial Information: 




Confirmed Identity 




Burial Location Identified 




Most Probable Identity 


X 


Grave Stone Correction 


X 


Questionable Identity 




Grave Records Correction 


X 


Incorrect Identity 




Request for CWGC Details 




Other 




Other 





Supporting Documents: (# refers to attachment number; “I” information provided) 



Casualty Identification: 




Burial Information: 




Myers, Alfred Cromwell 


i 


Cemetery Name 


link 


46 th Battalion 


i 


Location 


i 


Corporal #781706 


i 


Plot, Row, Grave 


i 


Date of Death 19/2/1917 


link 


Date of Burial / Exhumation 


i 


Attestation Papers 


link 


Cemetery Schematic 


link 


Service Record 




Graves Registration Report 




Circumstance of Death 


1 


Concentration of Grave 


8 


CEF Canada Register 


2 


Headstone Register 




War Diary Extract(s) 


3,4 


Casualty Spreadsheet 




Area Map(s) 


5 


Trench Map Exhumation 




Trench Map(s) 


6 


Grave Stone Photograph 




Possible Candidates List 




Grave Stone Inscription 




Excluded Candidates List 


7 


Memorial Inscription/Photo 




Other 




Reporting and Review 


9 



Summary of Findings: 

The Graves Registration Report form for Plot 7 Row B Grave 3 in Cabaret Rouge British 
Cemetery lists an Unknown Canadian Corporal. The body was exhumed from the 
Mericourt Communal Cemetery German Extension. 

A review of all the records clearly show that only Corporal Alfred Cromwell Myers 
#781706 of the 46 th Battalion is missing in the area of Mericourt France in February 
1917 and is named on the Vimy Memorial. 
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Details of Findings: (if required) 

The evidence in this case presents a compelling argument that the remains exhumed 
from the Mericourt Communal Cemetery German Extension and concentrated in the 
Cabaret Rouge British Cemetery are those of Corporal Alfred Cromwell Myers. 

The findings are based on the following: 

1 . Corporal Myers was reported to have died through German sources, during a 
raid by the 10 Infantry Brigade on February 19, 1917. Myers was with the 46 th 
Infantry Battalion. The records report that he was wounded immediately after 
entering the enemy trenches and that he reported to his comrades that he was 
alright and that he would return to his own lines. When they returned, Myers was 
gone and thereafter the Germans reported his death. It appears that Corporal 
Myers was buried in conjunction with Private Hughie James McLean on or since 
February 13, 1917 (Attachment #1). 

2. Corporal Myers remains were not recovered for identification and thus his name 
appears on the Vimy Memorial (Attachment #2). 

3. The 46 th Battalion of the 10 th Infantry Brigade, 4 th Canadian Division, executed a 
raid on the German trenches east of Mericourt on February 19, 1917 (Attachment 
#3). 

4. The War Diary of the 46 th Battalion reports on the raid at approximately 5:30 pm 
on February 19, 1917. The diary goes on to report that 15 casualties as part of 
that raid and that Corporal Myers was missing, as was Lance Corporal Righton. 
The other 13 casualties were wounded and there were no reported deaths 
(Attachment #4). There is no report of the recovery of either Myers or Righton by 
the 46 th Battalion and subsequently both were reported through German sources 
to have died 

5. The only other Corporal on the Vimy Memorial for February 1 91 7 was Corporal 
Robert Paton Sharpe, at Bully Grenay, some distance to the north west of 
Mericourt, past Lens and near Barin (Attachment #4). Although Corporal 
Sharpe’s name also appeared on a list of deaths from German sources, it is not 
conceivable that his remains would have been moved to the Mericourt 
Communal Cemetery (Attachment #5). 

6. The Concentration of Graves - Burial Return indicates that the bodies were 
exhumed from the Mericourt Communal Cemetery German Extension. This 
cemetery is in close proximity to where the trench raids were taken place and 
would explain why the Germans reported on the death of these Canadian 
soldiers (Attachment #6). 

7. The Commonwealth War Grave Commission records report that 20 Corporals of 
the Canadian Expeditionary Force were killed in action from February 1 to 
February 28, 1 91 7. Of these 1 4 Corporals were in the Canadian Infantry. All 
other Canadian Corporals have known grave sites. 
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The additional Corporal listed in the current database is for a Corporal from the 
Newfoundland Regiment, which does not apply in this case. Of the 14 Canadian 
Infantry Corporals, only two (2) are listed on the Vimy Memorial as having no 
known grave. As noted in Paragraph 5 above, Corporal Sharpe, unlike Corporal 
Myers, was not in the area of Mericourt at the time of his death and is excluded 
(Attachment #6). For confirmation purposes, there were 4 Lance Corporals 
(Collins, Down, Halliday and Righton) but only 1 Corporal, as clearly reported in 
the CWGC records. 

8. The Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials Burial Report shows 
that the Unknown Corporal was exhumed at 44A (36C) T5 c7.6 which is the 
precise location of the Mericourt Communal Cemetery German Extension. The 
body of Corporal Myers was found with Private Hughie McLean, 2 other unknown 
Canadian Soldiers (UCS) and 5 Unknown British Soldiers (UBS). 

9. This report properly states that the Unknown Corporal has the most probable 
identity as Corporal Alfred Cromwell Myers (aka “Believed to Be”), as the 
evidence is clear that it is not another Corporal of the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force. Unlike other cases, this is not a “Confirmed Identity” as we do not have an 
exact date for the burial of the remains in the Mericourt Communal Cemetery 
Extension. The date is believed to be February 1917 on the basis of the 
whereabouts of Canadian forces at that time and the burial date of Private 
McClean, prior to the 1 st Battle of the Scarpe. During the subsequent period of 
May and June 1917 during the 2 nd and 3 rd Battles of the Scarpe, the forces were 
to the west and north of the Mericourt area in the Avion-Lens Sector (and the 
Battle of Hills 65 and 70).When the Canadians returned to the Arras area in the 
fall of 1918, they were in a much southern area between Arras and Cambrai. 



Action Required: (if any) 

The “Investigative Report” has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #9). 

There is compelling evidence that the body of the unknown Corporal in Plot 7 Row B 
Grave 3 at Carbaret Rouge British Cemetery is that of Corporal Alfred Cromwell Myers. 

It is the researcher’s contention that a confirmed identity would require access to the 
burial records for the Mericourt Communal Cemetery German Extension. 
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ATTACHMENT #1 



Corporal Alfred Cromwell Myers: 



1 

sill 

Sijl 

J 


£ NO. | 3. RANK OR 


RATING 


S. SURNAME j 4. CHRISTIAN NAMES 


’ 

781706 Acting Corporal MYERS | Alfred Cromwell 


5. UNIT OR SHIP 


0. DATE OP CASUALTY 


T. II. Q. FILE NO. t. RELIGION 


46 th. Battalion 


19 - 2-17 


649-M-13949 Prestyterian 


». CIRCUMSTANCES OP CASUAI.TV 


10. NAME, RELATIONSHIP AND ADDRESS OP NEXT OP KIN 


"Previously reported Died (Through German Sources) 
now for official purposes presumed to have Died of 
Wounds at Givenchy-en-Gohelle . " 

Took part in a raid and was wounded Immediately 
after entering the enemy trenches. He sat down in the 
corner of a traverse to reel and told a comrade he would 
be alright in a few minute? and that he would then return 
to his own lines. Before leaving the enemy trenches 
his comrades returned to the place where he was last seen 
but could not find him. Information wa 3 later received 
through German sources that he was dead. 




11. LOCATION OP UNIT AT TUIK OP CASUALTY 




NOTE .— I«UM 19. 13 And 14 An? iwrt lo be compbtod until *rav« la parmaaaUly Ion.ua 


IS. CEMETERY 


It. LOCATION OP CEMETERY 


It. GRAVE LOCATION IS. RKU13TKKED NO. OF GRAVE 






«•» 


IS. PHOTOGRAPH OP GRAVE TAKEN 


IT. EXPOSURE NO. 


IS. PHOTOGRAPH OP GRAVE AND CEMETERY SUPPLIED TO 






| 




10. FURTHER PARTICULARS ON 


REVERSE SIDE OP SHEET. 



Private Hughie James McLean: 







l. NO. 


3. RANK OR 


RATING 


1. SURNAME ' 4. CHRISTIAN NAMES 






624737 


Private 


UcLEAN Hughie James. 






t. UNIT OR SHIP 




«. DATE OP CASUALTY 




7. H.Q. FILE NO. 


S. RELIGION 






50 th Battalion. 




On or since 13-2-17. 




649-11-13332. 


Roman Catholic. 






0. CIRCUMSTANCES OF CASUALTY 




10. NAME, RELATIONSHIP AND ADDRESS OF 


NEXT OP KIN 






Previously reported missing, 
presumed to have died. 


now for Official purposes 










I 

Sofa 

*531 
















sijj 


II. LOCATION OP UNIT 


AT TIME OF CASUALTY 










4 


Trenches North of Souchez. 
















NOTE : — Item. 11. 13 nod It am Kit to h> rot 


pbud .Mil cn 










13. CEMETERY 


11. LOCATION OF CEMETERY 


14. GRAVE LOCATION 


IS. REGISTERED NO. OF GRAVE 










don... ........ - 

Rmr- 




-• 




It. PUOTOGRAPH OP GRAVE TAKEN 


17. EXPOSURE NO. 




IS. PHOTOGRAPH OP GRAVE AND CEMETERY 


SUPPLIED TO 














LS. 




19. FURTHER PARTICULARS ON 


REVERSE 


IDE OP SHEET. 


. 
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ATTACHMENT #2 





FORM El 3. xj. 

975S. — 10M— 4-6-17 

|r v 


File No. R.L 




Date of Death 


Cause and place of Death 


Cas. Sheet No. 




— 8#=2sl5 L - 

' 9-2 // 


Previously reported Wounded rnd Missing 
now according to German list Died at 
GIVENCHY-EN-G0BE1LE . 


J 

A 252 
A art 


_^i 


Date of Burial. 


Place of Burial 


Description of Grave. 






*vii 

memc 


VI Y* " 1 

iR ! A L ~ ,| 








~ w . 

1 .. 

—d 



Corporal Myers #7817706 



Page 5 



Cabaret Rouge Br.Cem. 7.B.3 



ATTACHMENT #3 



lOTH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIOADE. 
REPORT ON MINOR RAID CARRIED' OOT BY THE 
46TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BATTALION 
February 19th, 1917. 



Ckrrmon front line between 5.9. a. 15,70 and 3. 9. a. 15. 96, 
the main -objeotive being the triangle enclosed within this area, 
R0ANI2ATI0N . 

l The raiding party, numbering 3 officers and 93 Other 

’ Ranks, were divided into smaller parties, and further subdivided 
into sections ae follows: 

'' A 11 Party - Lieut. RFYHE5 in Command j 5 sections of 1 
N.C.O. and 0 men each; 2 L.A.Rs. with a crow of 3 men each; 2 
snipers , 

" B" Part y - Lieut. GILPIN in Command; 5 sections of 1 
N.C.O. end 6 men each; 2 L.A.Rs. with t crew of 3 men ench; 2 
snipers . 

" C" Party - Lieut. BINGHAM in Command; 2 riflemen; 2 
sappers) C stretcher bearers; 3 signallers. 

Each party was given a definite task to perform, which 
proved very effective. 

The ICth Brigade R.F.Am and the 63rd H.A. co-operatcd, 

The Stokes L.T.Ms. co-operatcd w ith 0 puns, distributed 
88 follows: 

1 gun on sap rear of FOOTBALL Crater. 

1 gun on PIMPLE, S.9.a.2.4. 

3 guns on the triangle. 

1 gun on a trench 100 yards North of the triangle. 

Ammunition expended - 525 rounds. 

The ]2th M.G. Company co-operated with a barrage which 
proved very effective. One enemy M.G. only, op ened fire from the 
vicinity of SOUCHEZ River, and was quiokly silenoed, 

Very effective work w as accomplished and great damage 
done to enemy trenches and wire. 

Eero hour - 5:30 p.m., February 19th, 1917, 

The artillery barrage was excellent, and the raiding 
party, advancing close under this barrage, entered the enemy's 
£renohes immediately it lifted. 

The line was found to bo thinly held and but few live 
Germane were encountered. Two came to the dcor of one dug-out but 
ro fused to come farther; they were dealt with. At a second dug-out 
in rear of the triangle, where the fight took place during the li st 
raid, a party of 12 came out and ran; 4 escaped. Several dead 
Gormans were encountered In the trench, having been killed by the 
artillery and Stokes barrage. 

The porty under Lieut. BINOHAM doalt with one large 
dug-out, but were unable to enter it owing to having used P Bombs. 

It was destroyed by the sappers. 

The party under Lieut. RFYMES bombed 7 dug-outs, in most 
of which enemy were eeen but refused to come out, This part’- also 
found 4 sniper's p o3ts woll built in the parap et, 6 dead Gormans 
were also seen beside a destroyed machine gun whloh had apparently 
been hit by a shell. Lieut. REYHES socurod identification by taking 
the shoulder straps from the bodies of 4 Germans . They were all of 
tho 11th Regiment, 
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ATTACHMENT #8 
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This form to bo made out in triplicate, two copies being banded to the D. A. D. (C. of G.) and the other retained by the Burial Officer. 



ATTACHMENT #9 



This “Reporting and RevieW’ attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) during the Great War 1914-1921 . The 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event 
they wish to make changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the 
CWGC has set out their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as 
detailed below. The CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 



Procedure: 

All new identification cases need to be 
assessed in the first instance by the 
Canadian Agency (CA) and submissions 
should go to their office directly. After an 
initial assessment, if the Agency feels that the 
case is compelling, they will then pass all the 
documentation to the Commemorations Team 
at the Commission's Flead Office. Head Office 
will then review the case and inform the CA of 
their findings. The Canadian authorities will 
then decide whether or not any changes to 
the arrangements for commemoration are 
required and inform the Commission 
accordingly. 



Guideline Criteria for Submission: 

Cases need to present clear and convincing 
evidence to prove the identity of a casualty 
and must not be based on assumption or 
speculation. The Commission's 
Commemoration Team will also consider 
whether the findings of a better informed 
contemporary investigation are being revisited 
and if there is any new evidence to consider. 
By way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of the 
arrangements for the commemoration where 
it is apparent that no new evidence is being 
presented and, a better informed previous 
decision is being revisited some 100 years 
later. 



The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 
address provided below. 



Name 


Affiliation 


E-mail 


Contribution 


Richard Laughton 


Private Researcher 

LMC Great War Research Company 


rlauahton(a)lauahton.ca 


Report Author 
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